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2 Parque Martí
 The hub of the neighborhood is the 
slightly scruffy but unashamedly 
perky  Parque Martí, overlooked by 
the local church which, on the rare 
occasions it opens its doors, reveals 
precious baroque art. Linger on a 
bench and you’ll quickly find yourself 
absorbing a slice of street life seem-
ingly a million miles from tourist-
crammed central Havana.

3 Calle Pepe Antonio
 No exploration of Guanabacoa should 
conclude without a call-out to local 
hero, Pepe Antonio, the battling mayor 
who led the resistance against the 
invading British army in 1762. In  Calle 
Pepe Antonio, the street named in his 
honor, local life battles on amid the di-
sheveled buildings. At No 13 is the cur-
rently closed Cine-Teatro Carral, with 
interesting Arabic embellishments.

4 Convento de Santo Domingo
 Locals regularly lament the state of 
the sadly blemished   Convento de 
Santo Domingo (Santo Domingo No 407, 
Guanabacoa), which urgently needs 
money and attention to prevent its 

collapse. The muscular baroque build-
ing has survived plenty of knocks in 
its 280-year history, including occupa-
tion by the British in the 1760s. Inside, 
the ornate altarpiece is dedicated 
to the locally venerated Virgin of 
Candelaría.

5 Liceo
 Guanabacoa has contributed grandly 
to Havana’s cultural life throughout 
its long history and its former Liceo 
(a club for writers and artists) – today 
the   Casa de Cultura Rita Montaner 
(Máximo Gómez, cnr Nazareno) – remains 
a place where you might catch an ex-
position, live performance or passing 
troubadour. Founded in 1861, this was 
where José Martí made his first public 
speech in Cuba.

6 Ermita de Potosí
 The diminutive   Ermita de Potosí (cnr 
Calzada Vieja Guanabacoa & Potosí; h8am-
5pm) doesn’t really advertise itself as 
the oldest ecclesial building in Cuba, 
but, dating from 1675, that’s exactly 
what it is. It’s also one of the few his-
torical structures in Guanabacoa that 
has been meaningfully renovated.

 Few travelers take the time to pen-
etrate Guanabacoa, a dense urban 
neighborhood whose fabled past is 
overlaid by a gritty contemporary 
exterior. Once an indigenous town, 
later a hotbed of resistance, still a 
stronghold of the Santeria religion; 
it’s a neighborhood with a layered 
history crying out for a face-lift. 
But, with a little imagination, 
anyone can delve in.

Local Life
 Guanabacoa

1 Parque de la República
 Entering Guanabacoa from the west, 
it’s easy to overlook  Parque de la 
República, a former military parade 
ground that, these days, is dominated 
by a sunken Greco-Roman style am-
phitheater built after the revolution 
in 1960. The alfresco structure hosts 
sporadic local happenings including 
music performances, dance and live 
theater.
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Neighborhood Sign
 Welcoming you to the Fusterlandia ‘show’ is the 
Jaimanitas neighborhood sign etched with the 
words ‘Homenaje a Gaudí’ (Homage to Gaudí) 
arranged in a vivid mosaic. Branching out from 
here, Fuster’s surrealistic ceramics cover several 
city blocks, encompassing park benches, public 
spaces and over 80 local houses. Bus stops, street 
signs and even a doctor’s surgery have all had an 
artistic makeover.

Taller-Estudio José Fuster
 The centerpiece of the project is Fuster’s own 
house.   Taller-Estudio José Fuster (cnr Calle 226 & Av 
3; admission free; h9am-4pm Wed-Sun) is a multi-
level residence decorated from roof to founda-
tions by art, sculpture and – above all – mosaic 
tiles of every color and description. The overall 
impression defies written description ( just GO!), 
a fantastical mishmash of spiraling walkways, 
giant hands, cowboys with Picasso-esque faces 
and sunburst fountains centered around a small 
pool. The work mixes homages to Picasso and 
Gaudí with snippets of Gauguin and Wifredo 
Lam, elements of magic realism, strong maritime 
influences, and a cap doffed to Santería.

The Bus Stops
 There’s no mistaking Fusterlandia’s disembarka-
tion point for visitors arriving by bus. Two local 
bus stops on either side of Quinta Avenida (Av 5) 
have been given the full Fuster treatment with 
decorative curves, toadstool-like roofs and the 
stop name and number picked out in mosaic tiles.

y Top Tips
  You can buy art at 

numerous workshops 
set up around the 
neighborhood, including 
Fuster’s own studio.

 For the best view of 
Fusterlandia climb up 
the observation tower 
inside Fuster’s house.

 Reserve time to stroll 
around the quieter 
streets of the neighbor-
hood and meet some of 
its residents.

5 Take a Break
 Jaimanitas has recently 
sprouted a pretty good 
restaurant decorated, 
not surprisingly, with 
cutting-edge art.   El 
Cucalambe (Map p92, 
B4; Calle 226; mains 
CUC$5-9; hnoon-11pm) is 
named for an erstwhile 
Las Tunas poet and has 
tables set around a 
pleasant outdoor patio.
Otherwise, you’ll have 
to stroll 1km west to 
Marina Hemingway to 
grab a pizza in   Res-
taurante la Cova (Map 
p92, A4; %7-209-7289; 
cnr Av 5 & Calle 248; 
meals CUC$8; hnoon-
midnight).

 Where does art go after Gaudí? For a hint, head 
west from central Havana to the seemingly low-
key district of Jaimanitas, where Cuban artist 
José Fuster has turned his home neighborhood 
into a masterpiece of intricate tilework and 
kaleidoscopic colors – a street-art extravaganza. 
Imagine Gaudí on steroids relocated to a tropical 
setting.

 1 Map p92, B4

cnr Calle 226 & Av 3
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Edificio Bacardí (p36)
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eyeballing the Palacio 
de los Matrimo-
nios, a rival to the 
presidential palace for 
opulence. Dating from 
the 1910s, it was once 
the Casino Español, a 
Cuban- Spanish social 
club. These days it hosts 
weddings in its lavish 
1st-floor ballroom.

5 Gran Teatro de 
la Habana Alicia 
Alonso
 At the southwest corner 
of Parque Central, 
eclecticism meets 
neo-baroque at the 
flamboyant Centro Gal-
lego, another Spanish 
social club, built in 1915 
around the existing Tea-
tro Tacón. Today, after a 
lengthy restoration, it’s 
the Gran Teatro de la 
Habana Alicia Alonso 
(p63 ).

6 Museo Nacional 
de Bellas Artes
 Facing the theater 
across leafy Parque Cen-
tral is the equally eclec-
tic Centro Asturiano, 
now part of the Museo 
Nacional de Bellas 
Artes (p50 ), with four 
separate rooftop look-
outs and a richly gilded 
interior.

7 Capitolio 
Nacional
 Restoration is ongoing 
at the Cuban national 
assembly, Capitolio 
Nacional (p58 ), built 
between 1926 and 
1929 on sugar money. 

It captures Latin 
America’s neoclassical 
revival, with sweeping 
stairways and Doric col-
umns harking back to a 
purer and more strident 
Grecian ideal.

2 The Walk
 This walk takes in the whole of Paseo del Prado 
along with many of the sumptuous buildings that 
overlook it. With a tree-lined walkway running down 
its center, Prado has an intentionally European 
flavor. Conceived in the late 1700s, it has since 
developed into one of the city’s most handsome 
thoroughfares.

Start Malecón & Prado

End Capitolio Nacional

Length 1.6km; 45 minutes

5 Take a Break
 Parque Central, three-quarters of the way into this 
walk, is ringed by some of Havana’s finest hotels. 
While they might be out of the price range of many 
visitors, they’re still good places to sink a drink in 
plush often historic surroundings. Hotel Iberostar 
Parque Central and Hotel Saratoga are both good 
options.

1 Teatro Fausto
 From the northern end 
of the Prado, head south 
toward Parque Central, 
passing the streamlined 
art deco Teatro Fausto. 
Dating from 1938, it 
exhibits the sharp lines 
and pure cubist simplic-
ity of Depression-era 
America.

2 Hotel Sevilla
 Contrasting sharply 
with other modern 
architectural styles on 
Calle Trocadero is the 
neo-Moorish Hotel 
Sevilla, built in 1908, 
but harking back to a 
bygone age of Spanish 
stucco and intricate mu-
déjar craftsmanship.

3 Edifico Bacardí
 Turn right on Agra-
monte and detour down 
Ánimas for Havana’s 
most emblematic art 
deco building, Edificio 
Bacardí (p36 ), the 
ex-headquarters of the 
Bacardi rum dynasty. 
It’s a vivid incarnation 
of this popular interwar 
architectural genre.

4 Palacio de los 
Matrimonios
 Retrace Ánimas to the 
Prado and you’ll be 

  Architecture on 
the Prado

Best Walks

HABANA
VIEJA

CENTRO
HABANA

Parque
Central

Plaza del
Cristo

Parque de la
Fraternidad

Plaza 13
de Marzo

Máximo Gómez

Paseo
de

M
artí (Prado)

Pa
se

o 
de

 M
ar

tí
 (P

ra
do

)

San Martín

San Martín

Barcelona

Dragones

Ánimas

Trocadero

Á
gu

ila

Refugio

Empedrado

San Miguel

Virtudes

Lamparilla

Ánimas

Obrapía

San Juan de Dios

O'Reilly

TrocaderoC
respo

Brasil

Villegas

Á
guila

Neptuno

B
ernaza

In
du

st
ria

Colón

C
on

su
la

do

A
m

istad

Av de Bélgica

Dragones

Av
de

la
s

M
is

io
ne

s

A
gram

onte

Obispo

San Rafael

A
gr

am
on

te

#7

#3

#5

#2

#4

#1

#6

0 200 m
0 0.1 miles#e

 Architecture on the Prado  123122

hensive listings of Cuba’s 
private homestays.

 A Nash Travel (www.
nashtravel.com) Long-
standing Canada-based 
travel agency that can 
book any hotel in the city.

 Lonely Planet (lonely
planet.com/cuba/hotels) 
Recommendations and 
bookings.

Best Budget
  Hostal Peregrino 
Consulado (www.hostal
peregrino.com) Friendly and 
charming cross between 
a decent hotel and a 
backpackers hostel.

 Central Yard Inn 
(centralyardinn@gmail.com) 
Wonderfully restored pri-
vate house in the middle 
of Vedado’s main hotel 
district.

 Greenhouse (fabio.
quintana@infomed.sld.cu) 
Beautifully decorated 
period house with multi-
ple rooms in the heart of 
Habana Vieja.

 Casa 1932 (www.casa
habana.net) A private rental 
dedicated to the age of 
art deco.

Best Midrange
  Casavana Cuba (www.
casavanacuba.com) The 

king of Havana’s casas 
particulares is a bit pricier, 
but worth it.

 Conde de Ricla Hostal 
(www.condedericlahostal.
com) Small private hotel 
in Plaza Vieja with a bou-
tique sheen.

 Villa Teresa (marlene7667@
yahoo.es) Plush new 
private rental in Miramar 
with lily-white rooms.

Best Top End
  Hotel Saratoga (www.
saratogahotel-cuba.com) 
Top-notch service meets 
historical ambience in 
one of Havana’s best 
restoration jobs.

 Hotel Iberostar Parque 
Central (www.iberostar.
com) Multiple facilities 
and sharp service at 
this centrally located 
 ve-star.

 Hotel Meliá Cohiba (www.
meliacuba.com) The best 
business hotel in Havana 
stands tall on a prime 
location on the Malecón 
sea drive.

 Hotel Meliá Habana 
(www.meliacuba.com) The 
best hotel in Miramar has 
Cuba’s largest swimming 
pool and large business-
friendly rooms.

 Arriving in 
Havana
José Martí 
International 
Airport

   Aeropuerto Internac-
ional José Martí (www.
havana-airport.org; Av Rancho 
Boyeros) is at Rancho 
Boyeros, 25km southwest 
of Havana via Av de la 
Independencia. There are 
four terminals.

 Public transporta-
tion from the airport 
into central Havana is 
practically nonexistent. A 
standard taxi will cost you 
approximately CUC$20 
to CUC$25 (30 to 40 
minutes).

Víazul Bus 
Terminal

   Víazul (%7-881-5652, 
7-881-1413; www.viazul.com; 
Calle 26, cnr Zoológica, Nuevo 
Vedado; h7am-9:30pm) 
covers most destinations 
of interest to travelers, 
in safe, air-conditioned 
coaches.

 You board all Víazul 
buses at their inconven-
iently located terminal 
3km southwest of Plaza 
de la Revolución. This is 

Book Your Stay
 With literally thousands of 
casas particulares (private 
houses) letting out rooms, 
you’ll never struggle to 
find accommodation in 
Havana. Rock-bottom 
budget hotels can match 
casas for price, but not 
comfort. There’s a dearth 
of decent hotels in the 
midrange price bracket, 
while Havana’s top-end 
hotels are plentiful and 
offer oodles of atmos-
phere, even if the overall 
standards can’t always 
match facilities elsewhere 
in the Caribbean.

Useful Websites
  Cuba Casas (www.

cubacasas.net) Canadian-
based website in English 
and French with hundreds 
of regularly updated casas 
particulares listings and 
photos.

 Casa Particular 
Organization (www.casa
particularcuba.org) Compre-

  Feb February is peak 
season, meaning there’s 
extra life in the city and 
plenty of extra-curricular 
activities, including a 
cigar festival and an 
international book fair.

 Aug-Oct August is 
hot, but fun, especially 
if you time your visit to 
coincide with Havana’s 
ostentatious Carnaval. 

If you want to avoid the 
sti  ing heat, come in 
October, a quiet month 
when there’s still plenty 
to do.

 Dec Busier (for a rea-
son) is December, when 
people line up for the 
Festival Internacional del 
Nuevo Cine Latinoameri-
cano, Cuba’s premiere 
movie shindig.

Before You Go

    When to Go

Survival 
Guide
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Habana del Este 
(p98)
The eastern coastal strip 
encapsulates the fishing 
community of Cojímar, 
the housing projects of 
Alamar and the beaches 
of Playas del Este.

Regla & Guanabacoa 
(p106)
These two little-visited 
working class 
neighborhoods to the 
east of the harbor are 
the crucible of Havana's 
Santería community.

Top Sights
Iglesia de Nuestra 
Señora de Regla

Worth a Trip
Top Sights

Museo Hemingway 
(p118)

Fusterlandia

Necrópolis
Cristóbal

Colón

Plaza
Vieja

Catedral de la
Habana

Iglesia de
Nuestra Señora
de Regla

Parque Histórico
Militar Morro-Cabaña

Museo de la
Revolución

Museo Nacional de
Bellas Artes

Habana Vieja
(p24)
Thanks to a meticulous 
restoration program, 
Havana's original 
colonial core is crammed 
with well-preserved 
historical relics.

Top Sights
Parque Histórico Militar 
Morro-Cabaña
Plaza Vieja
Catedral de la Habana

Centro Habana 
(p48)
Havana's most 
condensed residential 
district juxtaposes well- 
maintained museums 
and hotels with a vibrant 
grid of mildewed streets.

Top Sights
Museo Nacional de  
Bellas Artes
Museo de la Revolución

Vedado (p66)
The modern commercial 
hub places 1950s 
skyscrapers alongside 
wide leafy avenues and 
a famously buoyant 
nightlife.

Top Sights
Necrópolis Cristóbal 
Colón 

Playa & Marianao 
(p86)
The city's diplomatic 
quarter is packed with 
ostentatious mansions, 
high-end restaurants, 
convention centers, and 
a yacht club and marina.

Top Sight
Fusterlandia

 Havana 
Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods  2120

For more information,
see Survival Guide (p143)

         Currency
 Cuban convertibles (CUC$) & pesos 

(moneda nacional; MN$)

Language
 Spanish

Visas
 Regular tourists require a tarjeta de turista 

(tourist card) valid for 30 days usually 
provided by your  ight package. Always 

check when booking.

Money
 Cuba is primarily a cash economy. Non-US 

credit cards are accepted in resort hotels 
and some city hotels. There are a growing 

number of ATMs.

Mobile Phones
 Check with your service provider to see if 

your phone will work. You can use your own 
GSM or TDMA phones in Cuba, though you’ll 
have to get a local chip and pay an activation 

fee (approximately CUC$30).

Time
 Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus 

 ve hours)

Tipping
 Tipping in Cuba is important since most 
Cubans earn money in moneda nacional 

(MN$). Leaving a tip of 10% or more in 
convertibles (CUC$) makes a huge di  erence.

 Arriving in Havana
 Havana is home to Cuba’s main airport, 
Aeropuerto Internacional José Martí. Since 
Cuba is an archipelago, almost all foreign 
visitors (save for cruise passengers) arrive by 
air. The main bus company is Víazul. Services 
depart from a terminal 6km from central 
Havana. Víazul buses run from Havana to 
practically every city and town in Cuba of 
interest to tourists.

A From José Martí 
International Airport
 A standard taxi to central Havana will cost 
approximately CUC$20 to CUC$25 (30 to 40 
minutes). There is no direct, reliable bus to 
the city center.

J Víazul Bus Terminal
 Taxis will charge between CUC$5 and 
CUC$10 for the 20-minute ride to central 
Havana. There are no direct metro buses to/
from central Havana.

Getting Around
 Havana is a highly walkable city. Buses and 
taxis can help bridge the gaps over longer 
distances.

J Bus
 A tourist bus called Habana Bus Tour runs on 
two routes between 9am and 7pm and covers 
the main tourist sights. Crowded, but cheap 
metro buses serve more peripheral neighbor-
hoods on 16 different routes.

u Taxi
 Taxis are ubiquitous, relatively cheap and fill 
the holes that buses don’t reach, especially in 
outer Havana. Taxis hang around outside all 
the major tourist hotels, outside the two main 
bus stations and at various city-center nexus 
points such as Parque Central and Parque 
de la Fraternidad. You’re never far from a taxi 
in Havana.

N Boat
 A regular passenger ferry crosses the harbor 
between Habana Vieja, Habana del Este, 
Regla and Guanabacoa.

 Your Daily Budget
 Budget: Less than CUC$80

  Casas particulares: CUC$25–45

  Government-run restaurants: CUC$10–15

  Cheap museum entry: CUC$1–5

Midrange: CUC$80–170
  Midrange hotels: CUC$50–120

  Meals in private restaurants: CUC$15–25

  Drink in bars: mojito CUC$3

Top End: More than CUC$170
  Historic hotel: CUC$200–325

  City taxis: CUC$5–10

  Evening cabaret: CUC$35–75

Useful  Websites
 Lahabana.com (www.lahabana.com) Indexed 
information on Havana’s sights in English, 
plus a monthly what’s-on guide.

Cuba Casas (www.cubacasas.net) Hugely 
comprehensive listings and reviews of 
Havana’s casas particulares, along with lots 
of other useful Cuba information.

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
havana) Destination information, hotel book-
ings, traveller forum and more.

Advance Planning
 Three months before Check visa require-
ments (especially if you’re American), plan a 
general itinerary, book flights.

One month before Book hotels and casas 
particulares. Check with your bank to see if 
your ATM cards will work. Check the tourist 
card is included with your flight package.

One week before Reserve Víazul bus 
tickets.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know
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contemporary scene is 
displayed in this colonial 
house named for Cuba’s 
finest artist. (p38 )

Architecture
Catedral de la Habana 
This curvaceous stone 
colossus is the pinnacle 
of Cuban baroque. (p30 )

Plaza Vieja Havana’s 
most multifarious square 
exhibits every architec-
tural style from mudéjar 
to art nouveau. (p28 )

Capitolio Nacional A 
towering example of 
20th-century neoclassi-
cism and a close copy of 
the US Capitol building. 
(p58 ; pictured left)

Edificio Bacardí One of 
the finest examples of art 
deco architecture in the 
Americas. (p36 )

Hotel Nacional This 
turreted hotel is one of 
Havana’s most emblem-
atic buildings both inside 
and out. (p74 )

Cafes Doubling up 
as Art Galleries
Café Madrigal Weird, 
wacky and Warhol-esque 
fount of good cocktails 
and even better art. 
(p80 )

El Dandy Photo art 
brightens up your break-
fast cuppa in this quirky 
Habana Vieja cafe. (p42 )

Espacios Huge canvases 
offer talking points for 
cocktail-quaffing artists. 
(p91 )

Café Mamainé Cool, 
mainly local spot where 
the walls are hung with 

Vedado’s latest creative 
offerings. (p80 )

Churches
Catedral de la Habana 
The pinnacle of baroque 
architecture in Cuba. 
(p30 )

Iglesia y Convento de 
Nuestra Señora de la 
Merced Havana’s finest 
church interior is a riot 
of frescoes and gilded 
trimmings. (p37 )

Iglesia Jesús de Mi-
ramar Worth a visit for 
both its architecture and 
art, especially its color-
ful stations of the cross. 
(p91 )

Convento & Iglesia del 
Carmen Understated 
gem of a church in Cen-
tro Habana with beauti-
fully tiled interior. (p60 )

 Art
Fusterlandia A whole 
neighborhood covered in 
a giddy array of mosaics, 
tiles and lurid paintings. 
(p88 )

Fábrica de Arte Cubano 
Probing, cutting-edge, 
always surprising art 
unleashed in this unique 
art ‘factory.’ (p83 )

Museo Nacional de 
Bellas Artes The whole 
history of Cuban art 
supported by a com-
mendable collection of 
international master-
pieces. (p50 )

Callejón de Hamel 
Cradle of Havana’s 
Afro-Cuban culture and 
colorful exponent of 
street art. (p55 )

Centro de Arte Con-
temporáneo Wifredo 
Lam The best art on the 

 Art &  Architecture
Best

 Cast an eye over Havana’s eclectic architecture 
and you’re halfway to understanding the city’s 
500-year-old history. The art – showcased in mu-
seums, studios, workshops and inspired street-
art projects – is equally illuminating. Indeed, 
Havana is, arguably, one of the most exciting 
emerging art cities in the Americas.

Architectural Styles
 Havana’s classic and most prevalent architectural 
styles are baroque and neoclassicism. Baroque de-
signers began sharpening their quills in the 1750s; 
neoclassicism gained the ascendancy in the 1820s 
and continued, amid numerous revivals, until 
the 1920s. Trademark buildings of the American 
era (1902–59) exhibited art deco and, later on, 
modernist styles. Art nouveau played a cameo role 
during this period influenced by Catalan modern-
isme; recognizable art nouveau curves and embel-
lishments can be seen on pivotal east–west axis 
streets in Centro Habana. Ostentatious eclecticism, 
courtesy of the Americans, characterized Havana’s 
rich and growing suburbs from the 1910s onwards.

Havana’s Art
 Havana isn’t traditionally cited in the pantheon of 
great art cities alongside New York, Paris, Florence 
or Barcelona, but, arguably, it should be. An un-
conventional mix of Spanish classicism, European 
avant-gardism, native primitivism and American 
modernism, which has developed for several 
centuries in its own tropical setting, has endowed 
the Cuban capital with a unique and refreshingly 
independent art culture.
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 Iglesia de Nuestra Señora del Rosario
  This  church (Calle 24, btwn 31 & 33, Santa María del Rosario; h8am-6pm Tue-

Sun), in the Outer Havana suburb of Santa María del Rosario, was built in 1760 in 
classic baroque style. It’s known for its gleaming gold interior made up of a gilded 
mahogany altar and some equally sumptuous side altars fashioned in the chur-
rigueresque style.

 Best Art & Architecture  137136  Best Art & Architecture

Guard your valuables 
closely.

 Taxi
  The most common 

taxis are the yellow cabs 
of  Cubataxi (%7-796-
6666; Calle 478, btwn Av 7 & 
7B). Other taxis might be 
Ladas, old American cars 
or modern Toyotas.

 Always agree on a fare 
before you get in. The 
cheapest o   cial cabs 
charge around CUC$1 
as the starting fare, then 
CUC$0.50 per kilometer.

 Since 2011 legal private 
taxis have become more 
common, though they’re 
often older yellow-and-
black Ladas. You’ve got 
more chance haggling 
here.

 Shared Cuban taxis 
(usually old American 
cars) charge in moneda 
nacional and run on 
several well-established 
routes in Havana.

 The small yellow egg-
shaped ‘Coco taxis’ are a 
well known tourist rip-o  .

 Boat
  Passenger ferries shut-

tle across the harbor to 
Regla and Casablanca, 
leaving every 15 or 20 
minutes from the recently 

refurbished terminal  Em-
boque de Luz (Map p34 , 
D6), at the corner of San 
Pedro and Santa Clara, 
on the southeast side of 
Habana Vieja. The fare is 
a  at 10 centavos.

Essential 
Information
  Business Hours
 Banks 9am–3pm Mon-
day to Friday

Cadeca Money 
Exchanges 9am–7pm 
Monday to Saturday and 

9am–noon Sunday. Many 
top-end city hotels o  er 
money exchange late into 
the evening.

Pharmacies 8am–8pm

Post O   ces 8am–5pm 
Monday to Saturday, 
sometimes longer

Restaurants Noon– 
midnight

Shops 9am–5pm 
Monday to Saturday and 
9am–noon Sunday

 Internet Access
  Cuba’s internet service 

provider is national phone 
company Etecsa. Etecsa 

where you’ll also have to 
come to buy tickets from 
the Venta de Boletines 
o   ce.

 Buses get busy particu-
larly in peak season (No-
vember through March), 
so it’s wise to book up to 
a week in advance. You 
can also book online. Full 
bus schedules are avail-
able on the website.

La Coubre Train 
Station

  Trains to most parts 
of Cuba depart from  La 
Coubre station (Túnel 
de la Habana), while the 
Estación Central de 
Ferrocarriles is being 
refurbished until 2018 
or later. La Coubre is on 
the southwestern side of 
Habana Vieja.

 At the time of research, 
Cuba’s main train (No 
11), the Tren Francés (still 
using its increasingly 
dilapidated French SNCF 
carriages), was running 
every fourth day between 
Havana and Santiago, 
stopping in Santa Clara 
and Camagüey.

 Services are routinely 
delayed or canceled. 
Always double-check 
scheduling and which 
terminal your train will 
leave from.

Terminal Sierra 
Maestra

  Cruise ships dock at the 
 Terminal Sierra Maestra 
(Cruise Terminal; Map p34 ), 
adjacent to Plaza de San 
Francisco de Asís on the 
cusp of Habana Vieja.

Getting 
Around
 Bus

  The handy hop-on/hop-
o    Habana Bus Tour runs 
on two routes, numbers T1 
and T3. The main stop is in 
Parque Central opposite 
the Hotel Inglaterra. This 
is the pick-up point for 
bus T1, which runs from 
Habana Vieja via Centro 
Habana, the Malecón, 
Calle 23 and Plaza de la 
Revolución to La Cecilia at 
the west end of Playa; and 
bus T3, which runs from 
Centro Habana to Playas 
del Este (via Parque 
Histórico Militar Morro-
Cabaña). All-day tickets 
for T1/T3 are CUC$10/5. 
Services run from 9am to 
7pm and routes and stops 
are clearly marked on all 
bus stops.

 Havana’s metro bus 
service calls on a relatively 
modern  eet of Chinese-
made ‘bendy’ buses and 
is far less dilapidated than 
it used to be. These buses 
run regularly along 17 dif-
ferent routes, connecting 
most parts of the city with 
the suburbs. Fares are 40 
centavos (  ve centavos if 
you’re using convertibles). 
Cuban buses are crowded 
and little used by tourists. 

Documents 
Required on Entry

  Passport valid for at least one month beyond 
your departure date

 Cuba ‘tourist card’  lled out correctly

 Proof of travel medical insurance (random 
checks at airport)

 Evidence of su   cient funds for the duration of 
your stay

 Return air ticket

 People-to-People 
Tours for  US Travelers
 Since January 2011, Americans have been 
able to travel legally to Cuba on government- 
sanctioned people-to-people trips (cultural trips 
with licensed providers). The people-to-people 
program reflects efforts by the US government 
to engage US citizens in ‘purposeful travel’ to 
Cuba by bringing them into contact with ordinary 
Cubans in the hope of bolstering trust and mu-
tual understanding between the two countries.

On these trips, authorized agents handle 
the license paperwork, leaving participants 
with fewer legal worries and more downtime to 
enjoy organized excursions in a similar way to 
other vacationers. The US Treasury department 
(www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/ 
Programs/pages/cuba.aspx) has issued licenses 
to hundreds of registered people-to-people 
travel companies since 2011.
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Local Life
The insider's city

The Best 
of  Havana 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Havana 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Arriving in Havana
Travel like a local

 Neighborhood s
What’s where

 Havana ’s Best…
The best experiences

Essential Information
Including where to stay
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
 Havana 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Havana .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighborhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
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Salsa in Havana
LESINKA372/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Havana Top Sights ..................................................8

Havana Local Life ................................................... 12

Havana Day Planner .............................................. 16

Need to Know ......................................................... 18

Havana Neighborhoods ....................................... 20

Welcome to 
Havana

On first impressions, Havana can seem like a confusing 
jigsaw puzzle, but work out how to put the pieces together 
and a beautiful picture emerges. It’s too audacious, too 
contradictory, and, despite 60 years of withering neglect, 
too damn beautiful. How it does it is anyone’s guess. 
Maybe it’s the swashbuckling history, the survivalist spirit, 
or the indefatigable salsa energy that emanates most 
emphatically from the people. Arrive with an open mind 
and prepare for a long, slow seduction.

QuickStart 
Guide 

7

01-welcome-to-pk-hav1.indd   7-welcome-to-pk-hav1.indd   7 15/06/2017   2:46:36 PM15/06/2017   2:46:36 PM



Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes (p50)
 Cuba’s finest art gallery.
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